[Bacteriologic studies in premature rupture of fetal membranes and correlation with the clinical aspects of chorioamnionitis and the amnion infection syndrome].
One of the major complications following premature rupture of the membranes (PROM) is ascending infection. In this aspect the bacteria of the vaginal flora play a major part. Bacterial spectra of a group with PROM and another control group with punctual rupture of the membranes are comparatively analysed. This analysis is based on swabs taken from vagina and newborns. Data are interpreted in correlation to clinical picture of chorioamnionitis and amnion infection syndrome (AIS). Twelve newborns clinical suspected to have a neonatal infection are retrospectively judged. In the group with pregnant women with PROM potential pathological germs such as group B streptococci and E. coli are found more often, whereas physiological flora, specially Lactobacillus species, are clearly reduced. In newborns with AIS even germs can be detected, which so far have seemed to be more apathogenic, such as Gardnerella vaginalis. Bacteriological findings are discussed in connection with clinical parameters, specially group B streptococci are looked at more precisely. In newborns with AIS microbiological results are demonstrated including course of pregnancy and delivery. For the management of PROM alternatives are shown and advice for prophylaxis is given.